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Vll cabinet, died in May 1672, and was succeeded in July by Henry Coventry, a brother-in-law
of A shley. It is a mistake to suppose that the cabinet ministers at the beginning of the Dutch
war were only five. Nor were the five so united as the name Cabal would indicate. Arlington
and Clifford were separated from the three others by the secret of the Roman Catholic religion.
Those two and the rest of the ministers joined in supporting the Declaration of Indulgence
from different points of view ;their object was to favour the Roman Catholics, that of the rest
to relieve Protestant Dissenters. Ashley vehemently opposed in the cabinet the stop of the
Exchequer, which was vehemently promoted by Clifford. High honours conferred by the King,
soon after the beginning of the war, on four of the five whose names made Cabal contributed
to marking them out prominently, and fixing them with chief responsibility. The King had
different motives in honouring them. A rlington, who was promoted to be an Earl, and
Clifford, who was made Baron Clifford of Chudleigh, were rewarded for secret fidelity; A
shley, who was raised to be Earl of Shaftesbury, and Lauderdale, who from an Earl was made
a Duke in the Scotch peerage, were gratified with the hope of gaining more zealous and
complete service in the cause of Roman Catholic communion with France. These honours
were conferred in A pril 1672; Buckingham, already a Duke, was beyond elevation.
Shaftesbury was made Lord Chancellor in November 1672. He had previously refused the
appointment of Lord Treasurer. A few days after Shaftesbury became Lord Chancellor, Lord
Clifford was made Lord Treasurer.(Typographical errors above are due to OCR software and
dont occur in the book.)About the Publisher Forgotten Books is a publisher of historical
writings, such as: Philosophy, Classics, Science, Religion, History, Folklore and
Mythology.Forgotten Books Class
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