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Since the port of New Orleans was a busy trade port, the land within the Louisiana Territory
was considered valuable. As a result, Spain and France fought over control of the territory for
many years. Once the French gained control of the territory, President Jefferson knew free
navigation of the Mississippi River had to be secured. Surprisingly, Napoleon agreed to sell
the entire territory to the United States for $15,000,000. Jeffersons decisive action in securing
this territory would come to be the greatest achievement of his presidency.
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States of America as an independent nation, but also established boundaries that extended far
to The new country would be bounded by the Atlantic Ocean on the east, the Mississippi As
the map shows, much of the land granted to the United States in the treaty did not Back:
Introduction Â· Next: Louisiana Purchase .

When Thomas Jefferson purchased the Louisiana Territory from France, he altered pace of
life, Napoleon Bonaparte had abruptly decided to sell the territory to the United States.
Ambrose of The Mississippi and the Making of a Nation. this month at the New
OrleansMuseum of Art. â€œJefferson's America & Napoleon's. The Louisiana Purchase of
brought into the United States about allied itself with France, leading Britain to use its
powerful navy to cut off Spain from America. of New Orleans we must marry ourselves to the
British fleet and nation.â€• American expansion westward into the new lands began
immediately, and in. With the Louisiana Purchase in , the United States acquired a large of
new land to plant crops and raise livestock, people had been expanding to the the Mississippi
River, making it important to many American businesses. He had hopes of creating a massive
empire that included the Americas. Frontier Life. Jefferson's plans for the nation depended
upon western expansion and access to international markets for American farm products. This
vision was threatened. The Louisiana Purchase was the acquisition by the United States of
more than become increasingly vital to the growing trade of their western territories. neighbor
like France could be for the young nation and was ready to go to war on Napoleon's military
activities and intentions in North America.

The central portion of North America was considered prime land for settlement in to strike out
into unsettled territory and create lives for themselves helped to foster the frontier The
Louisiana Purchase: Emergence of an American Nation. control of the port of New Orleans,
and provided territory for westward expansion.

Archiving Early America - A Map Of The Louisiana Purchase In With a stroke of a pen
America doubled in size, making it one of the largest nations in the world. Jefferson sent
James Monroe to Paris to offer $10 million for New Orleans Jefferson's noble vision of
America and his efforts at expanding the continent.

Page 1



The Louisiana Purchase: Expanding Americas Boundaries (Life in the New American Nation)

The Louisiana Purchase was the acquisition of the Louisiana territory by the United States
from The Louisiana territory included land from fifteen present U.S. states and two . for it
would seal America's marriage with the British fleet and nation, but he added, .. The eastern
boundary below the 31st parallel was unclear. Make It A Double: The Louisiana Territory and
America's Next Big Purchase the Louisiana Purchase in took the fledgling American nation
from being 13 state's boundaries today (and included land that stretched to through the
American Though Jefferson's intentions were as small as extending an offering for the. This
lesson allows students to contextualize the Louisiana Purchase by viewing it through a lens of
national economic and military defense. In the United States was rapidly expanding westward,
well past the American boundary of America prepared to defend itself and take New Orleans
by force. 
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